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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 8 is objected 
to because as the phrase "form" is a typographical error. According to the claim, the 
examiner interprets this typographical error as the phrase "from. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claimsl - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Friend 
et al. (Pub. No. 2001/0032165). 

As to independent claim 1, Friend et al. teaches: 
A method to facilitate a search (see e.g., para. [001 1], lines 13 - 21; i.e., facilitating a 
search corresponds to a search using selection criteria based on a categorical 
hierarchical structure) of a database (database - see e.g., para. [001 1], line 13-16; 
i.e., the categorical hierarchical structure within the database corresponds to the 
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database) utilizing multiple search criteria (see e.g., para. Fig. 10; i.e., searching or 
requesting for a commodity can defined by multiple selection criteria, such as 
"Category", "Subcategory", "Type", etc.), the method including: receiving first and 
second search criteria from a user (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091], lines 6-9; i.e., 
the user indicates through drop-down menus the first and second search criteria, such 
as choosing a search criteria from "Category" drop-down menu and another search 
criteria from "Subcategory" drop-down menu); and presenting the user with an option 
selectively to include and exclude (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091], lines 6-9; i.e., 
the drop-down menu of "Category", "Subcategory" and/or "Type" is an option presented 
to the user to selectively include or exclude user defined search criteria) each of the first 
and second search criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091]) from a search query run 
against the database (database - see e.g., para. [0011], line 13-16; i.e., the 
categorical hierarchical structure within the database corresponds to the database). 

As to dependent claim 2, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1, which includes conducting a search of the database utilizing the 
search query, the search query including at least one of the first and second search 
criteria as included by the user (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0093]; the necessary entry 
fields have been completed by the user, and the form is submitted for searching). 

As to dependent claim 3, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1, which includes: presenting a search interface (see e.g., Fig. 10 
and para. [0028]; i.e., the "Request For Commodity Quote" form is an interfaced used to 
receive user search criteria) to the user to receive the first and the second search 
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criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091]; i.e., the user would indicate through drop- 
down menus what "Category", "Subcategory" and/or "Type" of commodity is being 
sought), the search interface providing the user with a limitation option to limit a scope 
of any search query including the first search criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091] 
- [0092]; i.e., the user is able to limit the scope of the search query by selecting search 
criteria from keyboard entry fields, "Category", "Subcategory", and/or Type" drop-down 
menus); monitoring selection of the limitation option by the user (see e.g., Fig. 10; i.e., 
the "Request For Commodity Quote" interface allows the user to monitor the selection of 
limitation defined by the user); and monitoring an indication from the user that indicates 
inclusion or exclusion of each of the first and second search criteria within the search 
query (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091]; i.e., the "Category" and "Subcategory" drop- 
down menus are inclusive and exclusive, wherein the inclusive and exclusive user 
defined search criteria of the "Category" and "Subcategory" drop-down menus are 
monitored through the "Request For Commodity Quote" interface). 

As to dependent claim 4, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1 , wherein the database forms part of a network-based commerce 
facility (see e.g., para. [0011]; the network-based commerce facility corresponds to an 
agricultural market place for electronic transactions utilizing a database for categorical 
hierarchical structure of categories). 

As to dependent claim 5, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 4, wherein the network-based commerce facility (see e.g., para. 
[001 1]; the network-based commerce facility corresponds to an agricultural market 
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place for electronic transactions) is a network-based auction facility (see e.g., para. 
[0039]; i.e., the network-based auction facility corresponds to a system that allows 
marketing and distribution transaction of goods between one entity and another) and the 
first and the second search criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091]) are associated 
with listings of products up for auction on the auction facility (see e.g., Fig. 12 para. 
[0083], lines 20 - 28; i.e., after all necessary search criteria fields are inputted by the 
user, Fig. 12 displays the search hit for the commodities). 

As to dependent claim 6, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 5, wherein the network-based auction facility (see e.g., para. 
[0039]; i.e., the network-based auction facility corresponds to a system that allows 
marketing and distribution transaction of goods between one entity and another) is a 
web-based auction facility (see e.g., Fig. 1 and para. [0049]; i.e., the trading platform is 
accessed though the World Wide Web (WWW), in which the WWW trading platform 
corresponds to a web-based auction facility), the method including rendering to the user 
a web page (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0043], lines 17 - 21 ; i.e., the system for 
implementing the search of particular goods is Internet based) including: a first search 
criteria section for receiving the first search criteria from the user; and a second search 
criteria section for receiving the second search criteria from the user (see e.g., Fig. 10 
and para. [0091], lines 6-9; i.e., the user indicates through drop-down menus the first 
and second search criteria, such as choosing a search criteria from "Category" drop- 
down menu and another search criteria from "Subcategory" drop-down menu), the 
second search criteria being associated with one of a plurality of categories (see e.g., 
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Fig. 10 and para. [0091]; i.e., wherein the "Subcategory" drop-down menu is a child of 
the "Category" drop-down menu) in which listings are arranged (see e.g., Fig. 12; i.e., 
the selection of a search criteria from "Category" and "Subcategory" drop-down menu 
results in Fig. 12 being displayed to the user). 

As to dependent claim 7, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 6, wherein the second search criteria (see e.g., para. [0091], line 8; 
the second search criteria corresponds to the "Subcategory" drop-down menu) section 
provides a plurality of optional search criteria (see e.g., Microsoft Computer Dictionary 
5 th Edition; a drop-down menu is defined as " a menu that drops from the menu bar 
when requested and remains open without further action until the user closes it or 
chooses a menu item", therefore the "Subcategory" drop-down menu provides a 
plurality of optional search criteria) at least one of which is selectable by the user to 
define the second search criteria (see e.g., para. [0091], lines 6-9; i.e., the user would 
indicate through the "Subcategory" drop-down menu to refine the search of a 
commodity). 

As to dependent claim 8, Friend et al teaches: 
The method of claim 5, which includes: responsive to a first search request from the 
user (see e.g., para. [0078], lines 43 - 46; i.e., after a key word is entered into the "key 
word" field, the "go" button is actuated, which corresponds to the system being 
responsive to a first search request from the user), conducting a first search of the 
database (see e.g., para. [0078], lines 20-28; i.e., "key word" field is used to conduct a 
first search of the database) to locate listings based on a first search query (see e.g., 
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para. [0083], lines 23 - 28; i.e., the key word value inputted into the "key word" field will 
result in a set of listings based on the key word query), wherein the first search query 
includes the first search criteria but not the second search criteria (simple search - see 
e.g., para. [0078], lines 17-20; i.e., "simple search" uses the first criteria, such as a key 
word, to obtain a listing, which will result in allowing the user to further refine the search 
criteria); responsive to a second search request form the user (see e.g., para. [0093], 
lines 1 - 8; after the user defines the preferred drop-down fields and the second criteria 
is sent to the database in order to display Fig. 12), conducting a second search of the 
database to locate listings based on a second search query (see e.g., para. [0091], lines 
6 - 9; i.e., the second search query corresponds to the user selecting the preferred 
value for "Subcategory" drop-down menu, which is then sent to the database in order to 
display Fig. 12), wherein the second search query includes both the first and the second 
search criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0091]; i.e., the second search query is a 
result of the first search query, in which a key word is inputted by the user, which further 
corresponds to the drop-down menu "Category". The user is able to refine the search 
query by using drop-down menu "Subcategory"); and responsive to a third search 
request from the user (see e.g., Fig. 12 and para. [0109]; i.e., the third search request 
from the user corresponds to the "display" parameter), conducting a third search of the 
database to locate listings based on a third search query (see e.g., Fig. 12 and para. 
[0109]; i.e., the "display" parameter is a drop-down menu used to conduct a search 
associated with the "display" parameter value), wherein the third search query includes 
the second search criteria but not the first search criteria (see e.g., para. [0109]). 
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As to dependent claim 9, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1, wherein the first search criteria is a keyword (see e.g., para. 
[0078], lines 43 - 46; i.e., after a key word is entered into the "key word" field, the "go" 
button is actuated, which corresponds to the system being responsive to a first search 
request from the user) that identifies at least one category (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. 
[0091]; i.e., the at least one category corresponds to the "Request For Commodity 
Quote" page being displayed, due to the keyword search query, wherein the "Category" 
drop-down menu has at least one category associated with the first search criteria due 
to the key word initially entered) of listings included within the database (see e.g., para. 
[0083], lines 23-28; i.e., the key word value inputted into the "key word" field will result 
in a set of listings based on the key word query of the database), and the second search 
criteria is an attribute associated with a listing stored in the database (see e.g., para. 
[0069]; i.e., for example, the first search criteria may be a search for fruits, wherein the 
second search criteria corresponds to subcategories such as oranges, apples, etc. 
within the database). 

As to dependent claim 10, Friend et al. teaches: 
The method of claim 1 , wherein the first search criteria is a keyword (see e.g., para. 
[0078], lines 43 - 46; i.e., after a key word is entered into the "key word" field, the "go" 
button is actuated, which corresponds to the system being responsive to a first search 
request from the user) that identifies at least one category (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. 
[0091]; i.e., the at least one category corresponds to the "Request For Commodity 
Quote" page being displayed, due to the key word search query, wherein the "Category" 
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drop-down menu has at least one category associated with the first search criteria due 
to the key word initially entered) of listings included within the database (see e.g., para. 
[0083], lines 23 - 28; i.e., the key word value inputted into the "key word" field will result 
in a set of listings based on the key word query of the database), and the second search 
criteria identifies at least one sub-category of the at least one category (see e.g., para. 
[0069]; i.e., for example, the first search criteria may be a search for fruits, wherein the 
second search criteria corresponds to subcategories such as oranges, apples, etc. 
within the database). 

As to dependent claim 1 1 , Friend et al teaches: 
The method of claim 3, wherein the search interface maintains a display of each of the 
first and second search criteria (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para. [0028]; i.e., the "Request For 
Commodity Quote" form is an interfaced used to receive user search criteria, wherein 
"Category" and "Subcategory" drop-down menu are elements displayed on the request 
form), regardless of whether the first and second search criteria are each selected by 
the user to be included within the search query (see e.g., Fig. 10 and para [0028]; i.e., 
the drop-down menu "Category" and/or "Subcategory" fields are optional fields that can 
be defined by the user for further refining of a search). 

As to independent claim 12, claim 12 differs from claim 1 only in that claim 12 is 
an apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
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24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 1. Thus, claim 12 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 above. 

As to dependent claim 13, claim 13 differs from claim 2 only in that claim 13 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 2. Thus, claim 13 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 2 above. 

As to dependent claim 14, claim 14 differs from claim 3 only in that claim 14 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 3. Thus, claim 14 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 3 above. 

As to dependent claim 15, claim 15 differs from claims 4 and 5 only in that claim 
15 is an apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., 
para. [0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
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24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claims 4 and 5. Thus, claim 15 is 
analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 4 and 5 above. 

As to dependent claim 16, claim 16 differs from claim 6 only in that claim 16 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 6. Thus, claim 16 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 6 above. 

As to dependent claim 17, claim 17 differs from claim 7 only in that claim 17 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 7. Thus, claim 17 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 7 above. 

As to dependent claim 18, claim 18 differs from claim 8 only in that claim 18 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
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24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 8. Thus, claim 18 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 8 above. 

As to dependent claim 19, claim 19 differs from claim 9 only in that claim 19 is an 
apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 9. Thus, claim 19 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 9 above. 

As to dependent claim 20, claim 20 differs from claim 10 only in that claim 20 is 
an apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044]; i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 10. Thus, claim 20 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 1 0 above. 

As to dependent claim 21, claim 21 differs from claim 11 only in that claim 21 is 
an apparatus claim using a machine-readable medium (memory 26 - see e.g., para. 
[0044], i.e., memory 26 includes memories, such as RAM, ROM, and EEPROM) 
containing executable instruction (see e.g., para. [0044]; i.e., instructions provided as an 
application software routine) that when executed, causes a processor (control processor 
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24 - see e.g., para. [0044]) to perform the steps of claim 1 1 . Thus, claim 21 is analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claim 11 above. 

As to independent claim 22: 
Claim 22 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 12 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 23: 
Claim 23 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 13 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 24: 
Claim 24 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 14 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 25: 
Claim 25 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 15 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 26: 
Claim 26 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 16 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 27: 
Claim 27 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 17 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 28: 
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Claim 28 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 18 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 29: 
Claim 29 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 19 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 30: 
Claim 30 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 20 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to dependent claim 31: 
Claim 31 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 21 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

As to independent claim 32, Friend et al. teaches: 
Claim 32 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 12 above, 
and are respectfully rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Patent No. 6,405,175 can be applicable and pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Ng et al. discloses a system that utilized 
the World Wide Web to allow users to search a product/price of a product. The search 
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uses a category and subcategory to query a database for searching a particular 
product. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Prior art Pub. No. 2003/0120560 can be applicable and pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Prior art disclosed by Almeida et al. discloses a system that 
utilized the World Wide Web to allow users to search a web based e-shopping or e-mail 
that uses key phrases to search for products, and further refining the search by 
specifying subcategories of interest. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry Vuu whose telephone number is (571 ) 270-1048. 
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the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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